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LaPorte Broadband Task Force

Vision:

Equitable deployment and 

utilization of adequate 

broadband infrastructure to 

improve the quality of life and 

competitiveness of every 

resident, business, and 

organization in LaPorte 

County.

Mission:

Ensure LaPorte County plans 

for, transitions to, and 

prospers in the digital age 

through a transformation into 

a human-centered 

digitally-inclusive 

technology-ready ecosystem.
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Yates Engineering Executive Summary
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Introduction: Though LaPorte County contains two significant metropolitan areas in LaPorte and Michigan City, that 
have adequate broadband service, much of the county is rural and likely un- or underserved. As the events of 2020 

have shown, high-speed, reliable, symmetrical Internet service can and should be considered a crucial aspect of 
public infrastructure. Remote learning, remote working, and telehealth service have become commonplace, and 

without sufficient Internet speeds, rural residents of the county are locked out of many opportunities. For this 
reason, LaPorte County has commissioned Yates Engineering Services (YES) to prepare GIS layouts for 

fiber-to-the-premise deployment in 20 townships, as well as town of Wanatah, for a total of 21 different designs. 

Mission: This report will help the County set expectations when it comes to the financial burden of deploying fiber 
and that it will be useful in determining which townships should be prioritized in the initial stages of a fiber-to-the 

premises project.



OCRA’s Next Level Broadband Grant
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Indiana will invest $270 million toward improving 
broadband access and adoption in Indiana. The 

Next Level Connections Broadband Grant 
Program is designed to provide funds for the 
deployment of broadband infrastructure to 

provide eligible broadband service 
to unserved end users, which include households, 

businesses and community anchor institutions, 
such as schools and health clinics, across Indiana. 

In order to help citizens throughout La Porte 
County, the Office of Community & Economic 

Development is partnering with three different 
service providers: Comcast, ACME 

Communications, and Surf Broadband on this 
grant application.



Thank You!

7


